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Chapter Four 

Families of Note: Aberdeenshire 

Lobbans in Glass, Huntly and Drumblade parishes 
   Between August and November 1969, the Huntly Express published an article 
centred on a particular family of Lobbans who farmed in Glass parish, and who 
became notorious throughout the district of Strathbogie and adjacent parishes for 
nocturnal thievery.  The piece ran to eight full-page episodes (each page being six 
columns) under the title The Lawless Lobbans of Glass!   However, before outlining 
some of their escapades, I thought a chart of their family ‘tree’ might serve some 
purpose ~ more so for present-day descendants. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Thomas Lobban m Elspet Clark 
Married December 1773, Glass parish 

Beatrix L.  Alexander L.  Thomas L.  Isabel L.  Kath. L.  Charles L  Jean L.  James L. 
 b. 1774           b. 1777                b. 1779          b 1781 b.1784 b.1786 b.1788 b.1791

 m. m.
 Margaret Adam (or McAdam)  Eliz. Simpson 

Alexander L., m. Margaret McLennan 
b. 1802 b. 1805

Thomas L.  David J. L.  Isabella L.   Margaret L.  Alexander L.  Janet L. 
1829 Cabrach    1837 NSW      1839 NSW         1841 NSW             1843 NSW            1845 NSW 

James L.  Jean L.  Eliz. L.  Isabel L.  William L.  Ann L.  Charles L  John L. 
 b.1817         b. 1819       b. 1822       b. 1824          b. 1826           b. 1828         b. 1834          b. 1838 
  Glass            Glass           Glass        Glass             Glass                Glass               (?)             Glass    

   The most notorious of the Glass Lobbans would seem to be James (b.1791) who 
farmed at a place named “Strettinnan” (now Straitinnan) located somewhere on the 
Aswanley estate beside the River Deveron, some five miles west of the town of 
Huntly. The newspaper report indicates that a family named Lobban farmed there 
around 1861.  The farm (possibly a croft) seems to have been on high ground, yet 
close to the larger steading of Parkhaugh (Ord. Grid. Ref. NJ426387): this being a 
name that will be recalled later. The unidentified author of the stories describes the 
Lobban domain as resembling an eagle’s eyrie; a circumstance which suited the 

Lobban family! 
   There appeared to be some doubt as to when these Lobbans came to Glass parish, 
and the author of the saga seems not to have delved too far into the archives of 
Strathbogie district.  James Lobban’s parents were Thomas Lobban and Elspet Clark, 
who were married in that parish in December 1773. 
   The earliest Lobban listed in the IGI (28 entries, Glass parish) is 1747.  However, it 
is known that the name was in this parish much earlier, including one George Lobban 
(1716: possibly at Bodylair [now Bodilare]: Grid Ref. NJ413404), a farm situated not 
more than two miles north-west of the aforementioned Parkhaugh. Similarly, there 
were Lobbans in neighbouring Huntly parish as early as 1600. 
   James Lobban and his wife Elizabeth Simpson had, at least, four sons and four 
daughters.  Of these, the sons William (b.1826) and Charles (b.1834), appear to have 
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inherited some of their father’s nocturnal habits, and both were eventually prosecuted 
for sheep stealing. 
   Described as a man of extraordinary physique, old James soon became a force to be 
reckoned with in the district. Those who knew him always remarked over his 
enormous shoulders and “his chest like a barrel!” He was described as being of fierce 
appearance, no doubt accentuated by having a ‘lazy’ eyelid in one of his eyes.  The 
author of the report described him as being something of a “latter-day cateran!” 
   His modus operandi was prowling the neighbourhood (and sometimes further 
afield) at night, during which time he ‘lifted’ anything that caught his attention.  
Raiding hen houses was a particular speciality, but any items of farm equipment not 
secured were often hoisted into his broad back and toted back to his den.  His proud 
boast was that he never returned empty-handed! 
   He was always the prime suspect when things disappeared, and the local 
constabulary were constantly searching his home, or lying somewhere ‘on watch’ in 
the hope of catching him red-handed. On one occasion, he actually raided (and 
emptied) the local constable's hen house. Constable Smith was roused from his sleep 
by a noise in the hen house. When he investigated, he saw that the door was still 
secure, but sensed the presence of someone inside. 
   After calling out several times for the intruder to give himself up, he shouldered the 
door with such force that he landed inside lying in the middle of the floor. However, 
he caught sight of a large man wearing grey trousers making his escape, and although 
still on his hands and knees, he managed to grab one of the intruder’s legs into which 
he sank his teeth in the calf muscle. ~ but the trespasser broke free and disappeared 
into the night. 
   Next day, in pursuance of his inquires; Constable Smith was eventually pointed in 
the direction of the Lobban domain. Being also advised that the Lobbans were not 
averse to physical violence when trapped, he sought the support of a fellow officer 
from nearby Dufftown. 
   Later that day, Sergeant MacLeod, wearing plain clothes joined Smith, and together 
they ventured onto the Lobban property. On opening the byre door, they saw 
hundreds of hens happily scratching among the chaff.  At the house, James Lobban, 
who was in the process of getting dressed, confronted them. Sergeant MacLeod 
wasted no time in seizing one of Lobban’s legs, on which there was an ugly bruise.  
Smith identified the marks as his own doing during the earlier struggle. However, a 
violent fight ensued as Lobban resisted being handcuffed. 
   Constable Smith was the first to fall from a kick by Lobban, but MacLeod drew his 
baton and delivered a fierce whack across both shins, followed up by another smack 
on the temple, which put old Lobban out of action long enough to be shackled.  Two 
young children, seen earlier in a nearby field thinning turnips, witnessed the arrest, 
and quickly bolted before the police could question them. 
   Using Lobban’s own horse and cart, the sergeant carried the prisoner and injured 
colleague to the police station at Haugh of Glass. He later returned to Lobban’s farm 
to impound the poultry. James Lobban was locked up in the jail at Dufftown, and next 
day he was taken to stand trial at Banff. In due course he confessed to stealing the 
hens, but refused to name his accomplices.  However, it was assumed that he used his 
children, and after entering the hen house by way of a hole in the turf roof, he then 
passed the birds out to the youngsters.  Later, the children denied all knowledge of the 
incident.  James Lobban was jailed for two months. 
   James Lobban had other convictions over the years, mostly as a result of his night-
time activities, and on one occasion he stole a newly-fitted gate from a neighbouring 
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farmer’s field ~ this time in broad daylight, and while the farmer looked on, too 
frightened to challenge him.  With the heavy gate perched on his shoulders, the bold 
Lobban actually walked past the startled farmer, giving him a friendly nod in the 
passing!  
   The sons, William and Charles, shared their father’s penchant for night prowling 
activity.  Around 1858, the farm named Crylite in neighbouring Grange parish (now 
Croylet: Grid Ref. NJ504563) was leased to William and Charles Lobban.  At first, 
the people of Grange saw the young men as industrious and thrifty to the point of 
meanness. 
   William was more often seen working about the farm, but his brother had become 
infatuated with a young woman named Mary Grant, whose brother had the farm of 
Muirake (Grid. Ref. NJ564579), a few miles north east of Crylite. The young lady 
gave Charles no encouragement, and may secretly have detested him, but her brother 
saw Lobban as a useful source of advice concerning farming matters. William Grant 
had at this time acquired a flock of purebred Leicester sheep: a breed that was not 
then too common throughout the parish.  Being somewhat inexperienced at sheep 
rearing, Grant tended to lean on young Lobban for assistance, and help about the 
farm. 
   During the first lambing season, Charles Lobban offered to remain at Muirake and 
keep watch over Grant’s flock. Thus, grateful for the help, Grant more or less left him 
to get on with things.  As the hundred ewes began to give birth, Lobban seemed 
diligent over his duties, but on several occasions he found some excuse to return 
briefly to Crylite ~ and always at night. 
   As time progressed, Grant was somewhat dismayed by the apparent death toll of so 
many lambs.  Each morning Charles would relate some sad story of how, according to 
him, he had managed to save a ewe, but that the “twin lambs had deid!” Such 
disasters were generally attributed to Grant’s lack of herding knowledge during the 
prenatal period. The good-natured farmer accepted the explanation, and hoped that 
next year would be better. 
   In fact, Charles Lobban had been secretly removing some of Grant’s lambs back to 
Crylite. Brother William generally met him half way, and was thus a willing 
accomplice in the deception.  But for unforeseen circumstances, the Lobban brothers’ 
actions might never have been detected.  As it happened, a prisoner had escaped from 
Banff jail, resulting in more than usual police activity in the district.  Moreover, it was 
suspected that the fugitive had spent a night at Crylite. 
   Constable David Brodie from the police station at Keith met William Lobban at 
Crylite and was informed that a harmless Irish tramp named Joshiah Haggerty had 
stayed at the farm and, indeed, was a regular visitor and who at times was engaged as 
a casual worker about the farm. 
   While at the farm, Constable Brodie saw a flock of about thirty Leicester lambs 
grazing close by. When questioned about them Lobban, taken by surprise, told the 
constable that he and his brother had bred them.  The astute Brodie, seeing that there 
were no ewes around, queried the matter.  Caught again off guard, Lobban responded: 
Ah! weel, ye see, we’ve nae yowes. Fat Ah meant wis we brocht up the lambs. 
  When further questioned as to where the lambs came from and how he managed to 
rear them without ewes, Lobban became even more flustered, and said that his brother 
dealt with sheep, and had bought them from various farmers whose ewes had 
insufficient milk, and they had reared them at Crylite on cow’s milk. 
   Constable Brodie knew more about sheep than he was willing to let on to Lobban, 
and he had become increasingly suspicious of Lobban’s response to basic questions.  
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Moreover, he was aware that this breed of sheep was rare in the district at that time.  
However, since there had been no recent complaint received concerning stolen lambs, 
he nevertheless had it in mind to make some discreet inquiries. 
   Subsequent investigation by Constable Brodie, including a long and friendly chat 
with Joshiah Haggerty, began to point out the Lobbans as likely perpetrators in sheep 
stealing, but in the absence of complaint the police were powerless to act. Over a cup 
of tea, Brodie got into Haggerty’s confidence, by way of general conversation. When 
he asked the Irishman how he fared while working at Crylite, it seemed to raise a sore 
point in the tramp’s mind. When Brodie asked questions about Charles Lobban, 
Haggerty had plenty to say. “He’s a fly man is Charlie!  Sure an’ does he not do all 

his dealin’ an’ drovin’ by night?  I’m tellin’ ye, Brodie, them Lobbans be fly men.” 

   About this time, the police received several complaints about ewes being stolen 
from various farms throughout Strathbogie. Gordon Bremner, farmer at Westpark, 
Glass, had one ewe stolen, the features of which were so well known to him that he 
was able to provide the police with an accurate description of the animal. 
   Constable Brodie informed his superiors of his suspicions concerning the Lobbans, 
and he was instructed to firstly visit William Grant at Muirake before confronting the 
suspects. When asked how many lambs he had sold Charles Lobban, Grant was 
dumbstruck.  But after some thought, he admitted that there were some suspicions at 
the back of his mind over the high mortality among his spring lambs. Thereafter, 
Grant was obliged to register a complaint against Charles Lobban. 
   The following day, Brodie and another policeman confronted William Lobban. The 
officers noted all the sheep in a nearby pen, including Bremner’s distinctive ewe, and 
the Muirake lambs in an adjacent field.  William was arrested and taken to Banff jail.  
   Next day constables Brodie and Findlay visited Stretinnan, with a view to arresting 
Charles Lobban.  On arrival at dusk, they found the wanted man alone in the house, at 
which time they laid out the charges against him.  It is told that Charles Lobban, like 
his father, was a tall powerful man. Suddenly, without warning, he lifted a baking 
roller that lay on a dresser and dealt Constable Findlay a blow on the head that 
knocked him to the ground. 
   Brodie immediately grappled with Lobban and a terrific struggle ensued. Findlay, 
partially recovered, went to assist his colleague.  At this time old James Lobban 
appeared (then aged about seventy-two) carrying a metal bar and attacked the police.  
Somehow, the police got the better of the situation, but not before most of the 
furniture in the room was a complete shambles, with broken glass and spattered blood 
everywhere. 
   Both men were arrested, and later appeared along with William Lobban at the 
Spring Circuit Court of 1862, all charged with sheep-stealing. Each had his own 
defence lawyer, the outcome being that James and William were acquitted, on the 
plea that neither was aware that the lambs had been stolen.  Charles was less fortunate 
and was jailed for three years. On the question of assaulting police officers, it was 
argued that old James had entered the house and saw two men wearing civilian 
clothes attacking his son in the darkened room, and he had instinctively gone to his 
aid. 
   Another member of the Glass Lobban clan to receive the sharp end of justice was 
Alexander Lobban (b.1802), nephew of the notorious James Lobban.  Alexander (son 
of Alexander Lobban and Margaret Adam or McAdam) is shown in the IGI as being 
born in Fordyce parish. Other information originating from his descendants in 
Australia, suggest that he was born in 1803 in Portsoy parish, Banffshire, thereby 
creating immediate discrepancy in detail. 
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   However, the only Alexander recorded in the IGI for Portsoy (1803) is shown to be 
the son of one Donald Lobban, with no mention of who the mother was. This would 
seem to be clearly not the same Alexander. 
   Without becoming too bogged down in Alexander’s Australian life, which will be 
dealt with in another chapter, I present here information concerning the incidents that 
led to his legal exile. 
   Alexander married Margaret McLennan in December 1827 in Cabrach parish, 
which until boundary changes in 1891 was partly in Banffshire and partly in 
Aberdeenshire (subsequently set in the former county).  Their first child, Thomas, was 
born in the same parish in January 1829. The fact that he named his first son in 
honour of his own father tends to show that we are dealing with the correct family. 
   Alexander is identified as a merchant in the wines and spirits trade who lived at 
Whitehillock, Cabrach  parish. On Monday 20 April 1829, he appeared before the 
Circuit Court of Justiciary, Aberdeen on charges of Forgery. The following is a brief 
court report taken from the Aberdeen Journal (Wednesday 22 April 1829), with 
grateful thanks. 
 
[sic] “ Alexander Lobban, merchant, Whitehillock of Cabrach, accused of forgery, &c. was then 

put to the bar.  The libel contained two charges:- 1
st
. Of a bill, dated 15

th
 July, 1828, payable four 

months after the date, for the sum of £44.13s. bearing to be drawn by James M’Omie, or James 

Momie, vintner, Nether Ardwell of Cabrach, upon the prisoner, and bearing to be endorsed by 

the said James M’Omie of James Momie, and by William Laing, sen, merchant, Keith, the 

signatures of ‘James M’Omie or James Momie’ and of ‘William Laing’ being forged and 

counterfeited.  The bill so forged was discounted by the prisoner, at the branch of the Aberdeen 

Town and Country Bank at Keith.  2
nd

. A bill, dated 1
st
 October, 1828 and payable four months 

after the date, for the sum of £40, drawn by James M’Combie, merchant, Crofthead of Cabrach, 

and accepted by the prisoner, and bearing to be drawn by William Laing, jun. merchants in 

Keith; the signature of ‘William Laing’ being forged and counterfeited.  This bill was also 

discounted at the branch of the Aberdeen Town and County Bank at Keith. 

The pannel pleaded ‘guilty’ to the second charge, and the advocate-depute having passed the first 

charge, and restricted the libel, he was sentenced to transportation for seven years.” 

    
   Other information concerning Alexander Lobban came from the late Mrs. Eunice 
Capple, of MacLean, New South Wales, who is a local historian and member of the 
Coutts Crossing & Nymboida District Historical Society, NSW. Yet another contact 
was Fred Murray, an Australian descendant of Alexander Lobban, who alleged that 
his forebear was the victim of some kind of conspiracy surrounding his court 
appearance. However, since it seems clear that Alexander admitted guilt over one 
offence, it is difficult to see a hidden agenda concerning the case. I shall deal further 
with Alexander Lobban’s Australian descendants in a later chapter. 
   In concluding this chapter, it should be noted that Strathbogie district in 
Aberdeenshire seems to have been home to several Lobban families probably related 
to one another.  The adjoining parishes of Huntly (anciently styled Dunbennan and 
Kinnoir) and Drumblade had several Lobban families of long standing. In Huntly 
parish, the farm of Loanend (Grid Ref. NJ558434); and in Drumblade, the farms 
Loanhead (Grid. Ref. NJ581399) and Troupsmill (Grid. Ref. NJ587394) all had 
Lobban connections.  Similarly, there were other Lobbans living within the burgh of 
Huntly. 
 

 

 

 




